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JORDINANCEFE 


OF THE 


LORDS and COMMONS | 2 
Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT #&® 
For giving power to all the Claſſicall 
Presbyteries £ 


Within their reſpeQive Bounds to $8; 


Examine, Approve, and Ordaine Miniſters 
for leverall Crs 


C, þ 


FeoSerTroFroTeoGeoSeoGe 


— 


Die Lune 10 Novemb. 1645. E 


Os by the Lords affembled in Parliament, That this &>' 
Ordinance for Ordination of Miniſters ſhall be forthwith ® 
printed and —_— DV , 


_y Brown Cler. P arliamentorum. 


—_—_ 


A 


Imprinted at London for wright a: che Kings headin 
| wats 1645. 
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PARLIAMENT ORDINANCE FOR 
CLASSICAL PRESBYTERIES 


19-ABG 1645 
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DieSabbatbi;8. New th "yy 


An Ordinance of the Lords and Com- 
mons ailembled in Parliament, 


For the Ordination of, Miniſters. 


OÞ Hereas the word Presbyter, that is to ſay, El 

der,and the word Biſhop de in the Scrip- 

tu-e intend and fignifie one and the ſame 

//—4% Hed , Fo ur the Tice of Biſhop 

f f -| t COT cultome 4 

ted to one, and p21 unto «prongs 

WM and by him afſumed, asin other things, ſo ſo 

0 In the ar Audrey ers that was 5 
—_ dk. nineteen g being performed 

| nos Lice not'to be claimed by any that have re- 

[ ceived it ; and that Presbyters ſo ordained, =. lawfully there- 

unto and authorized , may ordaine other Presbyters : 

And whageas| itis alſo maniteſi by the Word of God, that no man 

bs to take Yah ny him the of a Minifter, untill bebe law- 

rdajned Grin, 3 and that 'the weekwer Op- 

dinaton. cg ts to ſay, an cutward ſolewne {i 

fons for the Office of the Miniſtery: in the Church by 


Presbyrers, is an Ordinance of Chriſt and is to be pt 
all duecare, wiſdome, gravity, and y- It is Ord 4 
the Lords and Commons affembledin Parliament, ; and by the au- 
FN. thoricy of the ſame, '( after advice had with the Aﬀemiblz * 1 
yous now convened at Weſ ſiminſier, ) ) Thar the ſeverall and re. 


Claſficall Presbyters which in their ſeveral and reſpeBtiye 
may exataine, approve WG ANN ot 
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Zr, 


ation, und | Raflr to  Bramtnattonghere= 


atis tobe ordained; | mult addrefſe himſelfe ts 

the Peers and how mY with him a teſtimoniall of his taking the 
Covenant ingdomes ; of his' diligence fand profici- 
ency in his Studies 3 "wi rees he hath taken in the Univerſity, 
and what hath been the time of his-abede there, and withall of his 
age, which isto be twentyfoure yeares at leaſt ; : but: eſpecially: of 
his lite and converlation 

Se-ondly, che Presbytery | ſhall HIS to enquire touching the 
grace of God in himyand whether he be of ſuch holineſſe o life 
as is requiſite in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and: to examine him. 
; roaching his learning and ſufficiency, and touching the evidence of | 
£4 his callin is the holy. Miniſtery, and in particular , his faire and 
,' Cdire&calling to thatplace to which he is deſigned. 


th 
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tot Rules A Examination are theſe.. 


\ Hat the party: examined. be dealt wah FY bretherl 
wg, with mildneſſe.of ſpirit, and with ſpecial re- 
ef to the gravity, motleſty, and qua ity of every one. 
_ 2"'He  ſhal be examined Tentdte his bill i the. Original 
Tongues ; and thit tryall tobe made by reading the Hebrew 
F- W/ 4 2d Greek T1 efl ament and rendring ſome port 10s. of them i 1H- 
k a Lata ; and inquiryalſe ſhall bt made after bis other lear- 
nin%cand whether he bath skill in Lagick and Philo ofophy. 
7 Jo " hat Authors ttsD 7ulpity be bath read and is on ac- 
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Ws + ” * rh36 iefe gyro = pw of” Relighen, . arte] of- bis ability to defond the 
Orthod earn contarntd i in them ,aqarnſt all unſound and 
_£3w07:701 0Perons, C eſpecially thaſe of the preſent age; of bis 

JSHill ia. Y e ſenſe and meaning of ſuch places of Scripture, as 

-ſboll te propoſed BY in dap Conſcience, and 1n the 

- A of DG of the A Hiſtory. T 
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4h neon tefbre pede, in publike with approbe- 


tron of ſuch as are able to judge ; bt ſhall at 2 competent time 


aſiigned him, and before the Prevbytery, expound ſuch @ place 


of Seripture as ſhall begivenhim,. 


-_ 


tine,uper ſuch « common place or controverſie in Divinity, as 


ſhall be aſsigned him, oy exhibite to the Presbytery(ſuch Theſes 


as expreſſe the ſumthereef, and maintain a diſputt vpor them, 
' 6- Heſhall preach Bore the people the Pres bytery or ſome. 
of the Miniſters of therrord, appointed by Hem Peang preſent 
7. The proportion. of his gifts in relation tothe place unto 
which he is called, ſhall-be confidered., _ | 
8 - Beſides the tryall of his gifts 1x preaching, he ſhall: un- 
dergoe an examination tn the Premiſſes two ſeverall dates or 
more, if the Presbytery ſhall judge tt neceſſary. w 


Third'y , After which, he bein g approved, is to be ſent" to the 


Church or other place where he's to ſerve, (if ic maybe'done wich 


ſafety and conveniency,.) there to preach three ſeverall daies, and 
to converſe with the people, that they may have tryall of his gifts 


for their edification,and may have time andleafureto inquire into, 


and the better fo know his life and converfation. . © 
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Fourthly, Tn the Taft of thoſe three daies appointed for the ma-' 


king knowne of his gitts in preaching, there ſhall be ſent, from 
the Presbytery to the Congregation, (if it may be done with ſafer 

and conveniency , ) a publique inftrumentin Writing, which thafl 
publikely be read before thepeoplezand after affixed to the Church: 
doore, -t0 ſignifie ſuch a day:any.member or members of the ſaid 
Congregation, or any other perlon or perſons whatſoever, or. any 
of chem, may put in with. all Chriſtian diſcretion and meekneffe, 
what exceptions they, haye againſt him; and jf upon the day. ap- 


pointed therebe no juit exceptions againſt him, the Presbytery ſhall | 


proceedto Ordination, 
Fifibly, Upon the day appointed for Ordination ( which is to 
be performedin that Churchwhere he that its tobe ordained is'to 


ſerve, ( if it may be done with ſafety ayd conveniency, )-a folema ©” 


Faſtſhalbe kept by the Congregation,that they may more carneſily 
FO | A:3. | NB Is 53> 7 
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the perton 3 nd ebeutof 
Toe er Rs 

I & E e, of ome 
} be {em from the Pres 
people concerning the office and 
raſt ry erhfopmericher to ckeem 


nended , the Miniſter which hath pre 


ay hh | inthe fac : Congregation, demand of him who! is 


now to be woke concerning his faith in Chrilt Jeſus , and his 


perfivalion of the truth of the reformed Religion, according to the 


Iriptures;his fincere intentions and ends in defiring to enter irito 
this calling, his reſolution tobe diligent in Prayers reading, medi- 
tarionypreaching,miniſtring the Sacraments, and doing all mjniſte- 
riall duties towards his-charge; his zeale and faichtulneſſe in main- 
raufing the truth of the Goſpell, and purity ofthe Church, againſt 
Error and Schiſme ; his-care chat bimſelfeand family may be un- 
blameable,and examples: ve, the Flock; and his reſolution to.conti- 


in his dut trouble and pi perſecution. 
wentbly, - 0 ral wh Vick having pm himlelfe, x profeſſed his 
1gnelle, a eavours” burke help * God; the 


reebyra pts he Gi ers fncfrom chem 1  ſolemaly ſer 5 
apatr to the. e and worke of the Mini ipg their ha 
on him, with a ſhort Prayer or bleſling,t to this ant4F> 4 


Hani ball acknonledgii tho great mercy of God 12 
68, cl eſis Chriſt for bo the redemptiecn of bis peo- 

F add ris Pg Aſcenſ ſon oth right hand of God the Fa- 
ther, and there powring out bis Spirit, giving gifts toaen, 
pe les, , Fn ifs, Prophers, Paſtors, ons Thong ey the 
bering and Buzl: ng up bis Charch, and for fitting 

p this min to thes great Wi he, to bfſtech bow el 


0 ns Fi Ta with his boly Spirit, who in his name we * ſet Lag 
pie er to this haty 46S to fulfll.the worke of his Atiniftery in 
m bis be: all things, that. * ny. f 

vommiteed to eres, of 


ow bimſelfe and the people 
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 Seiplaced ;&Þ -Qrdinatian, | 

 tiesand converſation , whereupon his itnelJe for-ghat X 

4 /he'is toberemoved , ſhallbe wryed: by hinpreac I \ ahoes 4#1 

tif irſhullbe judged necellary )oky.a furchor Examination ,- Team 

_ fo, without any new thall-Deadnmmited. it lie be ap-- 
pointed as fit for. that-place: Andif.any perſon NE: ; 

ter in Scotland, or in.any-other: Reformed Chungh , be delign 

a Congregation in England, kie is to bring ftom that.Church b 

Pregbytery where he is tobe placed, a \Celtimaniall of his- 

Ordihation, of. his life ar dconverſation while he lived with them,, 

and of the cauſes of his removall ; and: to undergoe ſach a Friall 

of his fineſſe and f lie tlie ſame. Courſe held” 

with him in other rs ohey Edo wn in the foregoing Rule 

|. ' andProvifion touclting the Gena, and Admiſſion of perſons 

| | formerly Ordained in "Lnpland..- 
Andi is:further Qrdained a; ThatRecords becarful kepeby by, 
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:dþ phe Predbtery nie names of 
cir teſtimoniall of the.time and pl 

if who did ordaine | 

DDOLMN ted ; ;and that no py of 

1: received from the perſon 

for-Ordination, or 

ery or any of them, or 

0ever , EX= 


Vt Shady nn, ;n what pretencs 
ie Repiter, for theentry, Inſtruments and Teſtimonials of 
» goes tal not exceed cheſumme of ten ſhillings 


pre 
his Oulinai 
or eXh , n Ordained; - ined by z FA Fry 
| | far re the ority afore aid,chat-- 
th ed Presbyt reabyrers,according to this Di- 
7, th andeakento all ents and pur 
rc of: Eaton pr as odls of any  Miniſteriall- | 
L ch », with the rights and heat belongi 
herP _ alteady or lained , or 
be ordained 3 And tha r » who are here- 
gh, authorized onjalne andhall (acco 


rding to 
un pare -- an Teo this are, wigs decla- 


hat th $3 ſhalt fand-i in force for twelve 
Moncths, an nolonger : Anychi gin this Otdinance contained 


"eothe fone, wileac 


